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I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior in 1983 at age 34. This change of heart and spirit happened ten years after marrying Cheri (my wife now for 36 years), and four years after the birth of the first of our four children. Within a year, and after publicly confessing my faith, I was baptized by immersion at Victory Fellowship (now Southgate Fellowship), in Crestwood, Missouri. Since then, I have earnestly pursued an increasingly intimate relationship with Jesus, my family, my brothers and sisters in Christ, and my neighbors. I grow more amazed with and humbled by the Word of God with every reading of Scripture.
About Salvation

God loved me before I loved Him. He loves me more than I could ever love Him back. He accepted me where I was. He graciously made a way for me to return to Him -- to begin to know Him through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The one and only condition is that I believe in Him and His Son, Jesus. I can do nothing that would ever be good enough to save myself. By repenting of my sins and sinful nature, turning toward God, accepting Jesus' sacrifice for my life (my sin contributed to His punishment and death), I have found the only way to salvation, and have received forgiveness for my sin. I am a new creation now. Instead of punishment and eternal separation from God, I have, instead, obtained eternal life, with the Holy Spirit's presence in me as surety of His promise. My blessing is entirely His gift to me. Now, I strive to be known by God, and to have His favor as one He would strongly support. My best testimony is the testimony of how I am living my life, and the love I show for others. Righteousness is believing  God.
About Baptism


Water baptism is my willful act and public confession of my faith, and is done at the hands of men. It is an act of faith which encourages the believer, and is a sign to benefit others. Jesus is the one who baptized me supernaturally with the Spirit of God, so that real, necessary, and unseen changes take place within my being and others are set in motion. This baptism is for my benefit. It transformed me to fit the Kingdom, and is hidden from the sight of men. "That which is invisible is eternal." Indirectly, these changes in spirit and person become more evident over time (e.g., "fruit"), and with growth. I have experienced immediate and obvious changes, as well. Perhaps John trembled as he baptized Jesus because he knew the truth and power of the real transformation that only Jesus could do. Water baptism is also a sign of our own death to sin and this world, immersion into the Spirit and resurrection into the kingdom of God and life eternal.
About Jesus Christ

He is the Son of God, the manifestation of God in the flesh. He is God with men. He is fully God and, for our sake and glory, also fully man. He was sinless. His presence, character, spirit, words, works, and Scripture itself, testify to His divinity and purpose. He is, in fact, the new kind of man, the new creation -- the "second Adam". Although He was tempted in every way that is possible to tempt mankind with, He never sinned, for He could not sin. God cannot sin. He revealed Himself to men and women and children as Jesus, the Messiah, the anointed One (chosen, appointed, set apart, and sanctified by God the Father of us all) with the Spirit of God. There was no one like Him before, nor will there ever be any other like Jesus Christ. There is no higher Name by which men must be saved. By allowing the sin of the world to fall upon Him (who else could bear it?), and allowing it to crush Him and kill Him, He paid the required price which sin carries: death and separation from God. He died in our place. All we have to do is to accept this everlasting fact. His shed blood is our purification and our covering. 

He was born through virgin birth, walked on earth as a man, set aside His almighty powers, and limited Himself as we are limited. He showed us God in man. He showed us what is possible as a man with God. Nevertheless, he persisted, obediently, with His mission on earth, submitted Himself to God and man, was righteous, yet put to death on a cross like a criminal. He was separated from God for a time, finished His work for man's sake, and died after giving up the Spirit of Life. He was buried, and then took back His Life, and rose from the dead. He ascended into Heaven, above men, angels, principalities, powers and authorities, all creation, and was seated beside God in Heaven. From there, He sends the Holy Spirit to be with believers. He gives men authority to act on His behalf; He holds the keys of death and Hades. God is now within us through the gift and presence of the Spirit. Jesus will return to earth again, and reign over mankind until it has come time to burn up this creation. Then He will create all things anew, and so shall the world be forever.
About God


If to offer the succinct quote of another is permissible, I would agree that: "There is one true God of the Old and New Testaments. God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. God has eternally existed in three personalities: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God." I became very aware of God one summer night, around age 13. As I lay in the soft, cool grass, and gazed up into the stars through a clear and dark sky, I sensed His Presence throughout the universe! I knew I was feeling the Creator, and at that moment the sky and stars took on a very 3-dimensional reality. It felt as if I could see the vast distances between the nearer and farther stars. It was so profound; the starry sky sort of expanded before me to a very great depth. It was a very moving experience.
About the Bible


The Bible, both Old and New Testaments (and Covenants), is the revelation of God to man. It is a magnificent gift to all men, especially believers. It is a guide to my faith and instructs my conduct. Since the Words are true and inspired, it is a rich and invaluable source of history, help and guidance. It is hard to understand that much of what is in our Bible was not available to many for so long. We are fortunate to have the Bible to read and meditate upon. It has become foundational for all believers. Anyone who has struggles, or is without human help or religious inspiration, still has the Word of God in Scriptures at hand. A Christian brother once told me that it is good practice to search for answers through the "whole council of God," as he put it, meaning one should never rest on explanations derived from merely one or two specific passages. What God said and did in both Testaments is always congruent if enough effort is applied to this broader understanding. Fortunately, we also have the Teacher, the Spirit, who opens God's words to our mind. When utterly confused, or having serious doubts, not being able to hear what the Spirit is saying, I have come to realize that the Scriptures are my last and most solid anchor to the truth.
About Humanity


Man was created good and upright, and in God's image. Sin separated man from God, and caused physical and spiritual death. We have all sinned, and have fallen short of the glory that God desires for us. The devil still blinds man's mind. Mankind walks in that kind of darkness from the true light. Satan has deceived us, and his intention is to ruin our personal lives and any relationship we might have with others (who are also made in the image of God), and God. The Serpent has followers who support his cause. Man's battle is not against each other, even if we have come to believe that that is what we do best. But man is more than the sin he has embraced, more than the sin that permeates his flesh. God created man in His image, and through Christ, we come to learn that He holds the highest standard for us: we are to become his children and Jesus' brothers and sisters. He has formed us to contain Himself in the Holy Spirit. We have a higher station awaiting us than even the holy angels. Perhaps for this reason, we were given the freedom to choose whether we will live with or without Him. (I don't believe angels get the same second chance by salvation through Christ.) So, the more a man can be kept ignorant of his high calling, the more fallen he seems/becomes. But, humanity has its Savior, and the Way is not difficult at all. We have to overcome our pride in self if we can ever accept Jesus as our Lord.
About the Church


The Church is Jesus' presence in the world. He is our head, and we are His body. Similarly, the Church is His Bride -- He loves us like that, and cares for our welfare. He grooms and beautifies us. We are His voice. He uses us to share His Gospel. We are His hands. We co-labor with Him as He cleanses, heals, delivers, and raises God's children from death. We restore and reconcile, His Spirit is ever active to do God's will. The Church is the Light and Salt of the world. If we weren't here to be mediators of this new covenant, the world would quickly perish at the hands of our adversary. Many, many lives would be lost. The Church must endure persecutions and set the standards. The world matches our efforts by tempering or nullifying our efforts. We are wheat among weeds, and the weeds can be overwhelming at times. We are the sons of God that all creation is yearning for. The world is blessed through the Church of God. Although the Church suffers temptation in this foreign, worldly kingdom, we have authority through Christ to rule. We must attend to our spiritual needs constantly through prayer, praise, worship, meditation, and devotion to Christ. We need to continually love, encourage, and serve our brothers and sisters, meeting their needs as best we can with a pure and sincere heart.
About Eternity


Man was created for eternity. God is eternal, angels are eternal; all of creation was meant to be eternal. Paradise is eternal. Heaven and Hell are eternal. The new heaven and earth will be eternal. The sanctified will dwell with God, the unclean will be separated and cast away. The fallen angels (and also fallen men) will be separated and tormented; their place will be in the lake of fire, or second death. The notion of Paradise with God has kept me going more times than I can count. I believe that state to be exquisitely wonderful, full of glory and indescribable beauty. Since God is Love and Life and Light, we will be immersed in the same. The Scriptures also say that the Kingdom of God does not exist merely in words, but in power. With the new creation, believers receive a new body, like the Lord's.
About the Holy Spirit


As my friend believes, so do I: "The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. The Spirit is present in the world to make humanity aware of its need for God. He provides the Christian with power of living, the Holy Spirit brings understanding of spiritual truth and guidance in doing what is right. The Holy Spirit is the divine helper, assistant, counselor and instructor and His work is to reveal Christ, convict of sin, lead to repentance, guide believers, comfort, strengthen, and sanctify the soul. The Christian seeks to live under the control of the Spirit daily." I would add that believers should not grieve the Holy Spirit. They should remember that God fashioned them to be vessels for His Spirit, and that He intends to move in and dwell within the Christian. This is a relationship that believers of God before Christ's appearance did not broadly enjoy. The Holy Spirit only seeks to point to Jesus. He is also quite a gentleman, in that He has seldom manifested His presence without my complete and willful permission. He is very creative and full of power. He supplies many wonderful gifts for the building up of the Church.
About Communion

It is an honor to be able to take communion. I take it whenever it is offered, to be one with my fellow Christians, on special occasions, in remembrance of Jesus' self-sacrifices for my sake, and when I desire to be especially close to God. I believe communion should be permitted for all believers who are baptized in His name. However, before taking it, one should consider his own heart, his commitment and submission to God, the wonderful grace that God freely poured out on us, and the customs regarding its practice in a particular setting so as not to offend.

Ministry


God saved my life, and so now I owe it to Him, along with my worship and devotion. I have offered my life to Him to use for His purpose. I have waited, sometimes impatiently, and for years, to hear a particular response. He seems to have been grooming (curing, fixing, changing?) me for some time. I had my conversion as a married man, and at the beginning of my family.  As often as I have desired to totally devote myself to His purposes, He has reminded me that it was He who gave me my wife and family, and an occupation with interests, as well. He seemed to be communicating: "Be patient, in due time..., keep growing; and, when I call, I will also equip; when I open the door, it remains open until I close it." So the wait has been bitter-sweet. I have been cultivated to enjoy others, to gather them, to seek them out, to draw them out, and to help/heal some of their thinking about life and spirit. It seems I can speak the language of most people, in one way or another, and I can speak the language of life and spirit. I know some of the Word of God, and can tell occasionally what the Spirit wants or is doing. I think visually, understand metaphor, and acknowledge that language is one of our best tools. In 2003, His "go" light turned on, and I saw that Talk Therapy (Professional Counseling) was to be the medium. I love the Lord and Scripture, and will involve myself in most any discussion about Jesus and the Kingdom of God. 

I also know that anyone who is equipped with the Word (and the truth therein), goes out into the world to seek the lost, like Jesus did. Therefore, I imagine that a rounded Counseling practice would, by necessity, be as much for the unsaved as it would be used to help and edify believers. I would need to be part of the believers' world for my own welfare in the sense that whenever two or more are gathered in His name, He is there. I need Christ. We commune as we counsel. Fortunately, my Counselor Training at Lindenwood has been according to secular ways, so I am well-equipped for those clients. At the same time, I bring to them God's presence and whatever He may have in store for them through me. I have struggled, to say the least, to shield my faith as I took in all sorts of licensure-required therapeutic psychology. I hope my faith has made it through unscathed. I am so appreciative that God has arranged for me to find Harvester Christian Church's Care-n-Counseling Ministry. It seems, if this arrangement develops, that I will now learn the tools that Christians benefit most from, namely interventions right from Scripture with the help of the Holy Spirit and my Counseling brothers and sisters in Christ.
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